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of Haileybury College. One thing is certain, that
his incapacity caused the College to pass through
troublous times during the years of his principalship,
and it was resolved upon his retirement, after a stu-
dent riot in the autumn of 1843, to choose a new
Principal from the outside, who should be intrusted
with absolute and ultimate authority over both stu-
dents and professors. Such a measure was obviously
necessary, for some, at least, of the professors of
Haileybury, notably the Dean, Mr. Jeremie, seem to
have been as unfit to deal with high-spirited young
men as Mr. Le Bas himself.
The Principal selected to repair the damage done
by the weak administration of Mr. Le Bas was the
most celebrated preacher in the Church of England
of his time, the Rev. Henry Melvill. He had had
some experience as a college tutor at Cambridge,
where he had graduated as Second Wrangler in
1821, but he doubtless owed his appointment rather
to the fact that his brother, J. C Melvill, was Secre-
tary to the Court of Directors. His fame as a
preacher was very great, and his common sobriquet
was "golden-mouthed Melvill." His position as
Principal was made very difficult by the dislike of
the Dean, Mr. Jeremie, to recognize his authority,
a dislike heightened by the fact that, under the new
constitution, Melvill's authority extended over all the
professors. Mr. Jeremie, further, had been a candi-
date for the principalship, and considered that as
senior professor he had acquired a right to succeed